P 


7o Oar $ overeign Lord, JAMES the Second Rightful King 0 
Great Britain azd Ireland : Whereſoever He how inhabits tn FA 
Parts beyond the Seas. Richard Stafiord a Scribe, Inftrutted in the 


Law of God, aefireth a ſpeedy, Safe and Peaceable Coming into 
England. 


Had Thoughts to have Written and directed a Letter unto thee fome three Years ſince, to 

exhort thee to ceafe from, and not to feek to recover thy Kingdom again by Blood. or 

force of Arms ; Becaute I did then foreſee and believe, that it would be all in vain, and there 

would be the Murder of fo many Creatures to anſwer for at the laſt Day, and in the mean 
while thou wouldit hereby loſe the Love and Good Will of thy Subjects and People : Which hath 
indeed fo came to paſs, for to tell the truth and not Hatter thee; The generality of People, both in 
Ciry and Country, are extremely fet againit thee, for to take them by the Poll, where One is 
per{waded in his Conſcierice thar Wrong hath been done unto thee, and who earneftly deſires 
that thon ſhouldfi come ro enjoy thy Own again ; there be, I ſuppoſe, twenty, who think ita _ 
good Act, and that herein they do God Service in depriving and keeping thee from the Throne 
of thy Anceltors. | 


The Realons whereof are theſe following. 


. . 


The corrupt Nature of Mankind doth luſt afrer new and unlawful Things, and the People of 
this Nation were defirous of a new King in Oppoſition ro rhat Law of God. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
fet him King over thee whom tie od thy God ſhali choaſe : ene from among thy brethren ſhalt 
thou ſer King over rhe?.. aS:rangtr thou mayſt not ſet over thee which is not thy Brother, Deut. 
17. 15. Now whether One born and bred up beyond rhe Seas be a Stranger or not, God will 
Judge. Ir 1s too well known. thar ſince the Beginning and Creation thereof, the Mulritude and © 
Courſe of this World hath all alcng been moit for that which 1s contrary unto, or different from 
the Law and RevealedWill of God. Tizere hath been a Lying alſo Sprrit in the Month of almolt all 
our Prophets and People, for the Devil hath acted in rheir Minds ſo many falſe Surmiſes, Sayings, 
and Accuſations concerning thee,which happens according to the uſual Merhodsof Injuttice ; firkt 
ro do rheWrong. (whereof they do ihus clearly ſhew and manifeſt rhat they are conſcious to them=- 
ſelves ) and rhen conceive and raife falſe Reports, and rhen utter forth the ſeveral kinds of Re- 
proaches concerning the Perſon to whom it 1s done : Which laft they give way unto for Miriga- 
tion and Juitification of their Sin before the World ; whereas in reſpect ro God, who ſeeth not as 
Man feeth : Ir 1s a further Enhanſement and Adaition thereto. | : 

Another Reaſon hereof may be aiTigned from whar is Written, That the Hypocrit? Reign not, 
leaſt the Peopie be enſr.area. Job 34. 35. And they who do at preſenr Reign,.do give forth goodly 
Words, and make glorious Pretences for the Proteitant Religion againſt Popery, whereby they 
&raw aſter them valt numbers of the Religious, who either know nor, or conhider not throughly, 
Tat whoſoever lives in the continued brezch of any one of the Laws of God, that Mans Rehgt- 
on is va'n. Weare not allowed our-of Zeal for one Commandment to Tranſgreſs another, our of 
an Abborrence of Ido's to forſwearr one's ſelf, or commit Robbery. This 1s the Abomination ci 
Hy pocrifie, that when it hath unlawful Ends of its own, as the Pride of Life or Gain of Mony,than 
10 make ourward Preterces for God ; which hz that knows the Secrers of the Hearts diicerns iize- 
wiſe, and ranks them in their Condemnation before Unbelievers. The Hypocrite 1s commonty 
for that Religion which hath mot on its fide, according to the Cuſtom and Manner of th Coun- 
{ry He lives 1n, and as fs Det ga lies. | ESSHA 

Now it 15 got unknown, that the Romiſh way of Perſaaſion or manner of Worſt'p, 1s zery mc. 
our of Eiteem herein E 2/42, partly with rhe Superitition and Errour wherewitoal 17S aCCo2t» 
panied, as alſo a great deal of the Abby-Lands is now in the hands of the Nobility and Gentry, 


whici they are afraid or unwilling to loſe. Moreover, as Zipporah faid unro Att, At 015.” 
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Finond art thou uito me bocanle of the Circumciſion ; So thar 1s callea a hloouy. Reitgicn becauſe. 


of the Craelties and Murders which they have uſed and inficted in their Matiacres, Pcfecitions 
al Wars. Becanſe of the Outrages and Blood-ſhed, which were commured, both 12 tae Betea 
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"ce Now I would to God, that there had been no occaſion given for the Adverlary to Reproach 
xſter this manner, and thou had{t not went upon thar miſtaken Policy of rhinking ro ſecure it by 
Terrour when thy Throne would have been eitabliſhed by Mercy : For it would have been better 
for thee only to have cut off three or four of rhe principal Actors or Leaders in that Rebellion, or 
rather to have impciſoned thein,and ro have ſpar'd or bamſhed the common 1gnorant People,than to 
have proceeded to that extreme Rigonr of Law which thon <1dit, SF mmum jus eſt ſumma THJUTIA. 
Het eby thon did{t utterly loſe the love and good will of the reſ:due of thy Subjects, eſpecially in 
that part of rhe Country, which thereupon became more open and eahie ro that Tavader, who hart; 
ſince entred vpon thy Right, Tins 1gnorance of the Nature of things cauſed thee ro loſe thy King- 
dom, and as it is ſaid, Qs Fupiter vult Perdere, dementat. So there may be obſeryed betore any 
great Misfortune or overturning of this Nature, a foregoing Train ol acts of Si and Evil, Igno- 
rance and Folly, Unrighteouſneſsor Sloth, ſome Error or Neglect, or the Iixe. | 

Now in order to retreive and heal an Frror, it ſhould be done after the fame raanner as 1t was at 
Grit made: And a way is pointed our in the following lines how thou maylt clearly ſhew and ma- 
n feE.Thart tou at a Man who canft not endurethat the Blood of thy People ſhould. be {ſhed I have 
heard that when thou cameſt to Dublin, juit upon thy defcar received ar the R:ver B9yn, thou 
didſt then ſeem to be verv forrowſul for the Blood which had been ſhed. T have alſo heard thar 
thou gavelt orders to thy Generals and Commanders in Ire/and to ſpare thePeople what they could; 
So that ſome ſay, Thy Mercy herein was thy Undoing, as tothe los of Victory or Proſecution of 
ir, as by not cutting off the Enemies ftrength ſo much as might have been done, or the like. If 
this laſt be indeed true, that thy Bowels did yearn upon thy People, an.l thou conldit not endure 
that they ſhould be ſlain, (I wiſh it might be all here added, as in the Text alluded unto, Iz 70 wiſe, 
1 King. 3-26.) Then it may be determined from the like Judgment which So omen made here be- 
tween the two Harfots, that between thy ſelf and tky Compertor, thou art indeed the true and 


right Father of this People ; for I never heard that He did compatitonate the lives of Eng/zſh-men, 


but He did venture ard expoſe them at all rates for the Proſecution and Accompliſhment of his Ends 
and Purpoſes. Ti e Thief cometh not, but for to ſteal, and to hall, and to deſtroy, John 10. 10. Here 
alſo the reaſon of things is double: for thy Compailion, and his Unconcernedneſs thereat might ariſe 
from thy Sorrow of being overcome and difapp »inted, whereas he was fo warin and fiuſtvd with the 
Victory and Succeſs, rhat he did nor fo much feel and ſympathiſe the Blood, with the Price where- 
of it was obtained and purchaſed. 3: ; 

Bur if thou haft indeed a fatherly Love for thy People, and wouldft not be the Executioner of 
thy Subjects, (It is thy own Phraſein thy Declaration for the Liberty of Conſcience) Then,O King, 
let my following counſel be acceptable unto thee ; do nor be inttramental to bring an Army of 
cruel French into this thy Kingdom, who will be apr ro burn, kill and deſtroy, and turn all things 
into Deſolation. In adding thar Fpither Cruel, I would nor willingly exaſperate nor provoke any 

Nation : But as things have been publickly related unto us, ſome of their Actions have denoted 
them fo, but yer as that King and his People have afforded rhee Maintenance and Protection, fo 


thou oughteit (1i it ſhould ever be in rhy power) to be both righteous and thankful unto him, and 
to live by h:m 1nall friendly Alliance, Peace and Agreement. 


Thou haſt been ſo long in a wrong method of War and Fighting, that thou doſt not ſo readily 
Enow how to get out and utterly difintangle thy ſelf from it. When thy Father was Murthered in 
that jud clary way, 1t was laid in the Charge and Indictment againſt him, Thar he cauſed rhe Lives 


of thouſands of Bn i of this Nation to be loſt in bis Wars againſt his Parliament. And I believe 


thou art ſomthing afraid to come over and venture thy ſelf in Perfon in a peaceable way, ( either 
{;ngly or with a very few Friends and Servants)leaſt they ſhould get thee into their power, and draw 
up the hke Arraignment againſt thee. Here it would be better if there had been no ſuch occaſion 
g.ven, and it may be anfwered again, That thou was driven away from thy Kingdom by Force and 
Terror,and then thou cdit ſend rhy Letters of Treaty and Accommodation; which being deſpiſed, 
and no anfiver or regard given tro them, then thou did(t betake thy ſelf ro ſuch Methods, which is 
uſual for Sovereign Princes to doin ſuch Cafes.But here as the good Shepherd giveth his life for the 
Sacep, Jon 10.17. Sothou ſhouldit rather have given up, and ler go all the thoughts of having 
thy Kingdom again rather than they ſhould be fo worryed and deſtroyed. Do but once fo far per- 
c:1ve thine Error, as like the Man after Gods own Heart, to own openly and fay before the Lord, 
Lo, T have frenea, and done wickedly, but what have theſe Sheep done ? let thine hand, I pray thee, 
be againſt me,aud againſt my fathers houſe, 2 Sam. 24-17. What have the People done that they 
tnou'd be ſo killed and deſtroyed in ſuch multitudes, when the fault was partly in thy ſelf, bur 
much more in others? Bur ſuch 1sthe Inequality of rhisWorld,that when the rich and higher fort of 
People do ceſerve moſt of the Judgment{1t being occafioned by their Pride,Covetouſneſs, Revenge 
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orgengneorebeo at toc nome gr intheir Palaces and fine Houfes,or atthe Council Board,and 


p 
there they do cauſe, commive and carry on the War, but themfclyes do not feel the ſrnart and brung 
thereof, no not with the leaft of their fingers. 

Thou mult own a Providenrial ordering and diſpoſal, that for almoit theſe four years thou halt hen 
tuarn'd afide from thy Kingdom ; And rho thou halt had all along the Neceffaries and Comforts of out- 
ward Liſe, yer fill thou art ro look upon it as ſome diſpleaſure of God ; As if thou hadit not b=en wor: 
ty to have continued in that high Station in which thou was, or as if thy way to the Throne had b=en 
forced, and trou hadſt came mn before thy time, and fo by a likeneſs of Judginent, rhou art again difþ9- 
ſeſſed before thy time. It was a King, who faid, There 7s no 1an that ſimeth not, 1 King. 8. 46. And 
tat God might be juſtified when he ſpeaketh, and be clear when he judgerh ; We muit now beliey2 
as we ſhall ar laſt know, that for ſome Sin and particular Evil, denoted by the Particle, th:5 rhou hatt 
_ donein Gor's fight, P/a'. 51 .4. (implying thereby that it 1s not altogether ſo manifeit vntons] which 

beſides the National Unrighteouſnefs and Perjury hath brought all rhis Aﬀliction upon thy ſelf, and C4- 
lamity upon this People; which yer make thy Chariot ſo long in coning, and which caule the Waeels 
of thy Chariot to tarry. Bur that the Ships and Veſſels which came forward this Summer did ſpeed no 
better: Here was platn a Mamfeſtation of Providence,that 1t may not only be read and under{to2d.bat 
even felt and ſeen ; the natural Conſtruction whereat was, Ir ſhall nor be this 027. after ſuch an Ho- 
{tile manner ; Bur if thou and thy People were ſufficiently prepared and qualified for ſuch a Mercy. Ir 
is an eaſy thing with God to put it into the Hearts of thy Subjects to ſent! Commitlioners and Veſle!s 
of rheir own to bring thee back, who haſt been injuriouſly expelied from us : Or to inſpire thy Heart 
with Chriſtian Courage and Magnanimirty (for fo 1 would bein Truth, tho it is not eſteemed fo in the 
World) to do what thou art here further on directed unto. The Lord 7s righteous in all bis ways and. 
holy in all his works. Bur withour all Contradict1on, rhe Faulr or Defect is ſome way or other in the 
Creature : There 1s certainly ſome pecuhar Sin and Iniquity, both in our King and his People, which 
makes God to ſeparate himſelf, and hide his face from rkem ; which as yer doth kinder and with-hokl 
that good Thing from ns, that would be 1n his peaceable Reftanration. 

Since thy Deprivation, and fo {till thou ſhouldſt nor hve in outward Mirth and Recreations, for whar 
was lawful in thy Proſperity, is not expedient 1n this day of thy Diſtreſs: But be thon now in a {tate of 
Humiliation and Waiting on the Lord ; of Faſting, Sackcloth, and Mourning. Be initant and earneſt in 
Prayer unto Almighty God, rhat thou maylſt be again worthy for lym to do fome great and good thing 
for thee towards thy latter End. I have read among rhe Works of Bernard, That formerly there was 
a King in Tre/and, who being diſpoſſeſſed, thought it unlawful, and rherefore would not ſeek to recover 
his Kingdom 2gain by Blood: bur during the mean while of his Deprivarion, He carried himſelf in rhis 
Chriſtian ſtate and manner of life,and God did at length hear his Prayer.as to bring him to his own again. 

It 1s much ralk'd of throughout rhis Nation whether thou wilt ever come here to | 
England again, to us it is uncertain and unknown. Bur truly if my Soul were in thy Mark this wel. 
Soul's ſtead, (to pur thee in mind and exhort theeto this. is the principal driſt and de- 
ſign of this Letter) I would indeed reſolve, that if pleaſe God continue me Lite, Healta, Liberty and 
power of ACtion,l would certainly come over again before I die,tho it ſhould be bur 1n a Pacquer or Fi- 
ſher-man's Boar, or in ary other ſmall Veſſel: And I would have neither Sword nor Gun, nor any man- 
ner of Arms wharſoever with me, nor with any of my Company ; which allo ſhould nor exceed the 
number of twelve or rwenty 2t moſt. Rejorce greatiy, O daughter of Zion : ſiout O daughter of Je- 
rtſalem : beko.d, thy King cometh unto thee : bets juſt, and having S«.v:tion, lowiy, and riding up- 
on an Aſs, and upon a Coit, the foal of an Aſs. Zech. 9. 9. So the Inhab rams of this Iite may be glad, 
that thou comeſt in truſting only upon the ſure Foundations of Innocency and Rigiteouſneſs, and 
bringing Peace with thee into their Borders. And thon do!t begin and go forward thy Jonrney 1n ſaci 
an humble harmleſs manner, that none ſhall be afraid to meer thee at thy coming. It hath been fad, 
that if ever thou doſt change thy Religion, thou wilt rurn Quaker. Bur to ler alone thar diſtinguiſhing 
Term or Nickname, if thou werr once alrogethera Chriitian in Deed, and in all things; tf all tay Friends 
and Adherents were ſo likewiſe. and they did go only upon Chrittian Methods, we ſhould quickly fee 
the Salvation of God, Who do:h not rejpet any Perſon, yet doth he deviſe means, that hs baniſhed 

be nor expelled from him, 2 Sam: 14.14, To make him inherit the Throne oft Glory, and to work 
Deliverance for his People. | . EY 

When thou haft once prepar'd thy ſelf after this manner,thou wil: certainly rake np Eſter s Retoiu- 
tion, If I periſh, I periſh,Efth. 4.16.04 thou wilt indeed rely upon that ſure reaſoning of good old Elrezar 
in 2 Macabees C. for he began to conſider diſcreetly, and as became his Age, and the Excellency ot his 

Ancient Years. and the Honcur of his Gray Hairs whereunto he was come. Thereiore He anfwered 
conſequently (obſerve that) In like manner Thou may(t reaſon, Thar it becometh nor thy deciining 
Ape (being abour fixty Years Old) to fear Death or Imprifonmenr, for if thou tarrieit where thou art 
(which w1ll be to the defire and rejoycing of thine Enemies) Thou wilt certain _—_ 
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Ani fo through thy ſear for a litle time of Tranſtrory Life, Peopic may be deceived by thee, as E 
| tho! being not ſo bold and conrageous tn. good and rightzovs Caſe ; It would procure a RO hi 
aid Suſp;ition as if it was not alrogetner fo,or as it Innocency was nor to be found 1n thee. It eng co 

bring Trangs to this iffue (which however at tirtt Eght may feem doubtful or uncertain.yet it t iq ng 
tra{terh in theLord.he will turn and over-rule tt intoGood,even beyond tne beit Hope and Expe LATION) 
than always to remain in a Foreign Nation, and there to abide for the moit fure Event 01 Mo! Ky AL 
ſeeing that we mult all die one time or another, 1k 1s betrer (than ro continue longer in a wreiched Me 
of Neglipence Or Sjoth}to do it ſoon in a way of Duty and Obedience to our God for then we nave atlu- 
rance of his Favour;unto whom all fleſh ſhall come. Tio now rho art ar a diltance rom theTerror and 
Violence of Men, yet thou eanit not anſwer it before Almigaty God unleſs thou do! uſe all rhe lawful 
prudent and right Means (as the are, but War or force of Arins 18 not) to be reinſtated a gain. Tae 
{trivings of the R «belFous Peopleare very much abared over what they were WRhen tou waſt dri- 
ven from thy Kingdom, and they will be nothing at all, if thou doit begin and core forward thy Jour- 
ney after a Godly (orr, 3 Fohn 6. only in fach a Chriſtian peaceabſe manner as 1s here deſcribed, with 
Proclaiming liberty to the Caprives, Reititurion ro Sutterers, and Forgiveneſs to all Offenders ; rhen 
thou ſhalt do well. Say thou and do accordingly, I will thus venture my Life manfully, and ſhew my 
ſelf as mine Age requireth. By the Protection of the tnvitible God, and truſtin g on. the Righteouſneis 
of my Cauſe (ler Integrity and Uprightaeſs preſerve me) I will come bolaly and pur in my Cai in 
Parſiament as ſome of my Predeceflors have done in the like Cafes. I will alfo make it known and refer 
it unto the Privy-Council of the Narion, if thar ſhall be rendred unbyaſfed and indifferent, and if they 
will judge rhereof withour Parttality, or by Reſpects. Taey will never Murther two K-ngs (the Fa- 
ther and Son) after the ſame manner, nor yet hath the Ene.ny ſuch power to kill by Poiſon Afaina- 
tion, or by any other violent ſudden way, when it 1s ſpoken of betore-band, and the exceeding Sinful- 
neſs, Unreaſonableneſs and Danger thereof as to Futurity, 1s fully and clearly laid open. And if they 
ſhould be fo prefumptuous as to imprifon him, then let all his Friends be continually Ave for him to 
the utmoſt in Words only, and himſelf pur forth fill ro rhe urmott of his power. He ſhall be King of 
'Mourners ; bis Example will bring in others to ſuffer alſo ill rhey ger fach numbers to their fide, that 
by Suffering (and not by Fighting) They ſhall ger the Victory and Succeſs, and He ſhall ar length be 
brought out of Prifon ro Retgn. ; al, 

If we cotild once fer afide atlrhoſe means,phich Þ1ve relation-ro the Camnyl and ourward Weapons +4 
(as Satan hath Heen all along thratting tharin, and prompring Mea ro it, wherein they will hazard their 
Lives, bur not for the Word of God and his Righreoutneſs, whereby again He rakes adv: mage as to 
defeat their Deſigns, and make them juitly Siffer as Evil doers) but if initead thereof we did with all 
our Strength and Power make uſe of the Spiritual Weapons only, fpeaking and doing accordiag to the 
words cf Gods Grace and Truth, it would have this cfect ar leait, as fortawirh to itanch that ute of 
Blood, which hath been runaing on.the Seas, and in the Ne:;gabouring Kingdoms for almoſt the four 
Years laſt paſt; and it would preſerve Lite for rhe time to come, which 1s a greater benefit to ones 
Country, than is fallly fuppoſed ro be mn the ſhedding of Blood, or deitroying Mens Lives. | 

[cis nor for us as yer&o know all tae Particular ſcveral fieps whereby God would bring back his A- 
nointed, if He would tollow after and tread in them.And if he be thus minded,Gad will reveal it day at- 
ter Gay as there ſhall be occaſion. Its to keep and go on 1n his way only. For thy Servant David's 
fake turn not away the Face of thine Anointed, the Lord hath ſworn in truth unco David. and He will 
not rurn from it : As the Fruit of his Body is fet upon his Throne, fo He wil! fer himſelf again upon 
rt; if He will keep his Covenant and Teſtumony, and walk in that way only (without going alide ro 
the rigat hand or to the left, ro the patis of the Deſtroyer, of which fort is all manner of Force or 
V:olence) and do all rhoſe things He ſhall Teach him by rhis or any otherTeti' nony of hisWord and 
Truth, or by tie direction ot his holy Spit, or by whatever further Thoughts he thall vut into his Soul, 

On:y in jo dog, thou ſhalt, | 


Te b2 dated from London, July 25, 1632. Faremwel, 
commun:y catiea $t, Jaines's Day. t 
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